1016	INDIAN  MEDICINAL PLANTS
Senegal—T.  avicennoidw Guill. & Pair,—:  in Egypt— T. chebula
Retz.—.
official:—The  dried   immature  fruits   of   T    chebula   Retz.
{Great Britain).
1,    Terminalia   eatappa Lmn   Mantiss.   (1771^   519;  Roxb
Hort. Beng 33; Fl. Ind, II (1832) 430; Wight Ic. 172.—plate 411.
About 25 m. high, Branches in horizontal whorls. Leaves
alternate, clustered towards the ends of the branches^ very short-
petioled, obovate from a cordate but veiy narrow base, 15-25 cm.,
deciduous in the cold season, usually softly hairy when young, liairy
or glabrous when adult, \vith 2 glandular depressions near the base
of the midrib on the under side which are often obscure or wanting
Spikes solitary, axillary, simple, grey or rusty-tomentose or pilose,
the upper floweis male, the lower hermaphrodite, the bracts minute
Calyx-teeth glabrous or nearly so within or without. Young ovary
glabrous or haiiy, 2.5-4 cm., ellipsoid, slightly compressed so as to
show 2 ridges
Wood red, with lighter coloured sapwood, hard. Pores moderate
sized, scanty, joined by wavy, short, concentric bands of sott texture
Medullary rays fine.
Can be distinguished by the short petiole and the very narrow
but cordate base of the blade. The leaves turn deep red in autumn
before falling.
Distribution     Indigenous in the Andamans and adjacent islands and to the Malay
Peninsula, in Coast forests     Extensively planted in tropical India and Burma,
The fruit is bitter, s^weet, acrid; coaling astringent to the bowels,
aphrodisiac; useful in biliousness, bronchitis (Ayurveda).
The kernels yield upwards of 50 per cent ot a pure bland oil,
which may be substituted for almond oil. Kept for a long time., it
deposits a large quantity of stearine. The bark is said to be
astringent
The juice of the young leaves is employed in Southern India
to prepare an ointment for scabies, leprosy, and other cutaneous
diseases, and is also believed to be useful internally for headache
and colic.

